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Sabri Shawa - Biography

Sabri Shawa completed a degree in chemical engineering at the University of Calgary in 1987.   In 1990, he graduated with a law degree from the University of Alberta.  Sabri earned a Masters of Laws degree, with a major in Dispute Resolution, from the University of Technology in Sydney, Australia, in 2006.

Sabri began his practice articling with a major Calgary law firm in 1990. He then practiced as an associate with that firm’s litigation department until 1995, gaining general litigation experience with an emphasis on insurance and hospital defence. During that period, Sabri belonged to the defence team which represented an electrical cable manufacturer who was sued along with hundreds of other parties as a result of the catastrophic fire at the Suncor Oil Sands plant in 1987. The claim, which was for hundreds of millions of dollars, was settled through an innovative resolution process devised in large part by that defence team. Sabri was also part of the litigation group which defended hospitals and their employees in respect of a variety of liability claims. In addition, his practice incorporated commercial litigation and criminal defence work, as well as prosecutions for the Federal Department of Justice.

In 1995, Sabri and three others founded May Jensen Shawa Solomon LLP. The firm focuses on litigation and has grown from four lawyers to fifteen. Sabri was the managing partner of May Jensen Shawa Solomon LLP until 2004.  The spectrum of his client base is broad.  He has acted for, and against, hundreds of individuals, small companies as well as governments and some of the largest companies in Canada.

Sabri has gained extensive advocacy experience over his years of practice. He appears regularly before all levels of court in Alberta, as well as at administrative hearings and fatality inquiries. Sabri’s courtroom experience includes cases involving medical malpractice, employment and wrongful dismissal, oil and gas, personal injury, commercial disputes, consumer disputes, insurance interpretation, municipal, environmental and pollution issues, enforcement of foreign judgments, injunctions, judicial immunity and judicial review.

Sabri’s engineering background enables him to understand the practical and technical realities of his technology and oil and gas industry clients, and to communicate easily with those clients, regulators and experts.  Sabri has appeared before the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board and has experience preparing applications and submissions for approvals to administrative bodies and various government agencies. He has also acted for corporations and municipalities in respect of pollution and environmental issues.

Since the inception of May Jensen Shawa Solomon LLP, Sabri’s personal injury work has been mostly on behalf of plaintiffs. He has successfully resolved many such claims, including catastrophic injury claims, some worth in excess of one million dollars.

Sabri has represented numerous professionals in professional discipline and negligence matters, and has appeared at discipline hearings on their behalf. His clients have included judges, lawyers, accountants, investment advisers, insurance agents, doctors and other health care providers.

Sabri has been selected as a mediator in over 100 disputes.  He is on the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board’s roster of mediators.  He has also participated in numerous mediations and arbitrations as counsel for various parties.

As a former member of the Conduct Committee of the Law Society of Alberta, Sabri has participated as a panel member in reviewing the conduct of dozens of lawyers. He has also been a member of the Law Society’s Insurance Committee.

Sabri has been featured as a presenter and moderator in continuing legal education conferences and seminars on topics including negligence, limitations, automobile insurance, sexual torts, brain and spinal cord injury litigation, accident reconstruction, obstetric malpractice, legal liability and screening of volunteers and dispute resolution.  He has also been a speaker at various events sponsored by and for non-legal organizations.

In addition to his practice, Sabri has an interest in teaching and has served each academic year as a sessional instructor at the Faculty of Law at the University of Calgary teaching Civil Procedure since 2003. He is also the chairperson of the Community Advisory Board for the Forensic Studies Program at Mount Royal College, and has authored portions of courses in that program. Sabri has been a guest lecturer at other courses at the University of Calgary.  

From 1994-2003 Sabri was a member, and served terms as president, of the Resicare Society of Alberta which operates residential facilities for developmentally disabled adults.  

In 2003, Sabri was profiled in Calgary Inc. Magazine as one of its ‘40 Under 40 Selections’.

Practice Areas:

· Mediation and Arbitration

· Litigation including:

· Commercial matters including oil and gas, construction, shareholders disputes and debts

· Insurance

· Medical malpractice

· Major personal injury and fatalities

· Employment and dismissal

· Judicial review

· Professional discipline

· Professional negligence

· Regulatory applications

· Estate matters

· Pollution and nuisance claims

· Municipal liability and regulation

· Native claims

· Appeals 
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